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The Presidentõs Thermal 
 
We are well and truly into winter now. Not the same as last year though.  This year weôve have rain, and 
lots of it. At the time of writing, the Club has not flown for at least 3 weeks. I donôt begrudge the rain in any 
way, but boy I would like to go flying again soon!  Hopefully by the time you read this weôll be back in the 
air. 
  
Winter is a great time to do things in preparation for next summer. Radio endorsements, so that you can go 
solo. Daily Inspection Endorsement so you can sign off gliders for the day. Get to know how to look up the 
weather. Learn how to use the Colibris and the Cambridge navigation and glider computers. Learn how the 
OLC works. There are so many things to learn in flying that donôt have to be flying. 
  
If you have a computer, get a copy of Condor and do some soaring that way. But when flying is on again 
get back out there and do some good old winter flying. We do get great conditions generally at this time of 
year, and Iôm hopeful that the good weather will arrive soon. 
  
The Club could do with extra flying income to make up the gap of the rainy weeks. If you want to fly on a 
Thurs or Friday, call the Clubhouse and tell Ray or send an email to John Jurotte. If we can fly for 7 days 
per week over the next few weeks we will be back on track.  
  
I want to dispel any rumor that the Club has financial difficulties. We are short on cash flow and have quite 
a few bills to pay. The lack of flying compounds this. We have about $20,000 in our ING account and about 
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$13,000 in our working account. We have about $18,000 to pay on our new motor for the tug. We also have 
about $7,000 to pay as installment on our insurance for this quarter. So as you can see we have the ability 
to pay the major bills but our ñsavingsò for our new ASK21 are not what we would like. 
  
The more flying you can do, the quicker we will save the money up for the K21. Please consider doing 
some extra flying over winter. You will be more current and the Club will benefit. In the long run you will 
benefit as well with a new glider addition to our fleet. 
  
Fly Safely 
Dave 

 

1.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations 
To Chris Kent on making his first solo. 
(For future reference, would instructors who send a student solo please forward a photograph by e-mail for 
inclusion in the Journal.  Ed). 
 
Chris wrote a very welcome letter to the President, as follows, which I hope he wonôt mind me publishing. 
 
David, 
Today I completing my first solo flight in the K13, and before this moment slides into the past, I wanted to 
pass on my personal thanks and appreciation to the hard working instructors, tuggies, and the club in 
general to help me reach this goal during May 2007. 
The learning and coaching experience from the instructors has been first class, friendly and most 
importantly allowed me to enjoy the ride, whilst I progressed and got to know the SCGC.  I had around 10 
or so instructors during my 30 odd flights, too many to single anyone out. However Dave Sedgman (Inst) 
and Eric Wylle (Tuggie) flew just for me today as I was the only one flying, so a big thanks to them. 
The professionalism of the club and what I have observed from the edges during the past four weeks, 
makes me confident that I will always be encouraged to progress and learn more - the right way and the 
safe way. 
I know the club has a long and proud history in getting pilots off the ground and up to solo, and I have just 
joined a long line of them, so please pass on my personal thanks to the committee and SCGC quiet 
achievers in  providing me with all the tools, and very best of training to date. 
Regards Chris Kent. 
 

 
DI Course 
Congratulations to those who have taken part, and been successful, in the DI courses run by Phil Endicott. 
In the most recent course students covered the DI (fibre glass) requirements on the Junior, and and the DI 
on the K13. 

 

Obituary ð Werner Geisler 
I am sure those of you who knew Werner would be saddened to learn that he has passed away. 

 
He was a member of SCGC in the early 1960's and then helped form what is now Bathurst Club 
where he was President for many years. He was also President of the NSWGA for a long period.   
  
Werner was a Luftwaffe fighter pilot in latter stages of WW2 and came to Australia shortly after the 
war.  He co-flew with Dennis Matthews in the NSW Air race in 1976 flying an RF5B Sperber motor 
glider coming third overall which gained plenty of press coverage because Dennis was an RAF fighter 
pilot (although contrary to many urban myths they did not meet in air to air combat !!! ).  They then 
donated their trophy to the NSWGA and it became the 15m Class Trophy - "The Werner-Dennis" 
trophy that Class having first been created by FAI in the same year. 
 

Paul Matthews 

 

Our President has passed on the Clubôs condolences to Wernerôs family. 
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The members involved were: 
John Penfold,  Richard Frawley,  Robert Merkenhof,  Chris Kent,  Joshua Cashman,  Michael Brandon,  
Neal Smith,   Will Schmidt  and Judy Echin.  Phil would particularly like to thank Shaun Dunshea,  Pedrag 
Stajcic, and Graham Holland of Lake Keepit club, for helping with the Annual Inspection on the Junior. 

 
Radio Procedures Course 
Four members attended the course on 1

st
 July and received Radio Operator endorsements.  They were 

Asim Akhtar, Chris Kent, Michael Brandon and Pedrag Stajcic. 
It should once again be pointed out that all solo pilots must have a Radio Operator endorsement in their log 
books.  There is nothing to stop a member at an early stage in his training joining a course to receive an 
endorsement. But it is important that those nearing the solo stage doing so, to avoid possible delay in 
achieving this goal. 
 

 
Welcome back 
To Graham Trout, one of our old members, who has recently rejoined the club after an absence of about 
nine years. 
 

 
APEC Meeting ð 30 August to 10 September 
Iôm sure that by now everyone knows about the temporary closure of the airfield, for security reasons, 
during the APEC meeting in Sydney.   One might think that as it is an inter-governmental meeting the 
logical place for it would be at the seat of government, i.e. Canberra.  However, business is no doubt only 
part of the reason for coming, and Canberra canôt compete with the fleshpots of Sydney. 
 
There are various proposals for Club activities during the shut-down, and the final decisions on these will be 
circulated as soon as possible. 
 

 
Presentation Night ð Saturday 14th July 
 
The list of well-earned awards is as follows: 

 

SOUTHERN CROSS GLIDING CLUB  

TROPHY WINNERS  for 2005/2006 

 

T ROPHY (annual)  
 

     Longest flight from Camden          Bill Pain 
  

     Longest Flight  (850km)         Paul Mathews 
 

     Wooden Towball           Steve Bourke 
 
     Golden Spanner           Geoff  Croy 
 

David Boulter 

Special thanks from The Southern Cross Gliding Club 

For 5 years of dedicated Presidential labour 

 

PERPETUAL TROPHIES 
    
   Johnson Memorial Instructors Award     John Jurotte 
   
    Wally Mauer Trophy for Most Improved Pilot                 Bruce Ogden 
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   Bob Smith Trophy for Encouragement                 Mark Barnfield 
 
   Norma Johnson trophy for Quiet Achievers    John Nelson 
 
   Carter Fellowship Award for  
   Outstanding Service       John Jurotte 
 
   Bert & Norma Johnson Trophy 
   For Quiet helpers       Dominique Estival 
 

   Presidentôs Trophy     Ray Morton & Elsie Pahic, jointly 
 
   Gerald (Dickie) Bird Trophy      Laura Bramwell  
   For The Outstanding Student Pilot 
    
   Dennis Matthews trophy for     Not Awarded this year 
   Most Improved Competition Pilot     
 

 

 

Winter theory course 

 
Martin held his Winter Theory on the 30

th
 June, and 7

th
 & 14

th
 July.  It was again a great success, well 

attended with up to 17 participants. For the first time this year it was advertised amongst the surrounding 
clubs. Two fledglings urged by their CFI's to attend took part in the course.  
Every one was impressed by the professional standard of the presentation and the topics covered, and 
discussion between members suggested that some plans were being made to put the newly acquired  
knowledge to good use in the coming season. 
Each day saw a guest speaker present to give variety to the course. Last but not least, as a special treat, 
those present on Saturday the 7th have been invited to take a tour through Mascot control tower, where 
they will receive a special inside view of the work of air-traffic controllers, plus a lecture to round it off. 
 
If the attendance at this course was anything to go by, it would be a good idea to get your name down early 
next year. 
 

 

Safety matters 
Parachute bags 
You will probably have seen the recent e-mail regarding a missing parachute bag.  Well the bag was 
eventually found in the Astir.  At the rear of the cockpit, behind the battery there is a flap. The bag had been 
stowed behind the flap.  Not a good idea.  Apart from being out of sight and presumed missing, it could 
have dropped down into the fuselage where it would have really been out of sight!  So, be careful to stow 
your parachute bag in the glider, but where it can be seen.  
 

Towing from the hangars 
The damage to ZAY while being towed down the hill has highlighted the need for great care when moving 
gliders to and from the hangar.  
Russ Davidson has prepared two plans showing the route to be taken when towing gliders from the hangar 
for operations on either 24/28 or 06.  The plans are on display in the pie cart, and everyone should ensure 
that they are familiar with them. 
For operations on runway 24 and 28  gliders on the northern side of the hangar are to be taken out along 
runway 10/28. Gliders on the southern side are still to be taken down the hill, as normal, but with extra 
caution used to ensure that the tow bar is secure and does not come off the tow ball, (this has happened on 
at least two occasions, resulting in damage in both cases).  
Gliders are NEVER to be towed between the glider trailers.  
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Flying with Ingo Renner 
 

I came across an article on the internet, written by a Canadian pilot, about flying at Tocumwal in 2003. He 
gave a lengthy account of flying with Ingo Renner, including the comments below on Ingoôs method of flying 
cross-country.  I flew with Ingo a few years ago, on a poor day, rather like the one described in the article, 
and the instructions I received were much the same as those given here.  I donôt know whether Ingo follows 
these rules when flying on his own, or whether they are for ónewiesô to serious cross-country flying, but I 
think that they are interesting, so I asked Martin Feeg to have a look at them.  His comments are included 
in  bold italics and are very pertinent.  Ed. 

Back to the article:-    

ñIngo is very friendly and helpful.  He lets me plot out a 300 km course, then suggests that a longer flight 
would be OK.  I re-plot a 500km (wow) and he suggests that maybe 750 would be better.  (Double wow).  
The final course we agree on is a 780 Km triangle heading North East 270 km toward Sydney then 255 km 
directly east into the outback and returning home almost due south toward Tocumwal. 

Ingo has a few consistent rules that kept coming up over the first 7 hours of (mostly my) flying.  They are 
simple and worked very well: 

¶ Ignore the flight computer and McCready.  Fly one of three speeds:  
o Fly 55 Knots for thermalling 
o Fly 70-80 Knots slow cruise and low/weaker conditions 
o Fly 90-110 for fast cruise and high/strong conditions 

¶ Fly straight toward your goal with only very minor deviations for better lift. 

¶ Slow down gently in lift and centre the thermal in one circle or keep going, no second chances. 
However, once below your cruise level and going into the cautious level, any decent thermal 
is good enough to make a few attempts. After all, down at this level the aim is to get back up 
and into the rhythm again. Lower down at the survival level any lift will be good enough and 
huge deviations in order to stay airborne are acceptable. 

¶ Leave as soon as the climb rate falls off - even if you have simply become un-centered, 
unless there is a very strong reason to use the diminishing lift (eg. end of day, big lift-less 
gap to bridge, very weak conditions ahead é) 

¶ Fly carefully with very smooth control movements - no abrupt pull-ups or push-overs. 

¶ Always fly with the yaw string straight and centered or slightly away from the centre (but not 
more than 10°) 

That's it - no complicated machinations over McCready settings, no following a speed director, no chasing 
after that great looking cloud.  
Just stay focused on your goal, don't fly too fast, and don't waste any time in poor liftò. 

Clearly this doesnôt tell us everything we need to know about cross-country flying but it should get some 
useful discussion going. 

 

CFI Comments on the June Journal. 

As always Woody compiled an excellent journal, and there are a few points in there that I would like to 
expand on. 
Discussing UK accident reports, Woody says that ñno one has invented any new accident of lateò, which of 
course emphasizes the point that we must study and learn from past accidents.  But in fact I think Woody is 
wrong on this occasion.  A UK pilot on final glide in the Junior World Championships managed to hit a 
spectator who was standing on top of a car outside the airfield filming the finish.  That must be new, and of 
course is the result both of the increased performance of modern gliders, and the aggressive finishing 
techniques now used in top-flight competition.   

Woodyôs reports on poor check procedures (hoteliers not locked, canopies not closed, pre-takeoff checks 
not completed, etc) must serve as a reminder to us all.  Even if nobody is killed or injured as a result, such 
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mistakes can be very expensive in damaged equipment and aircraft downtime  We all know how to do 
these things properly, but the UK reports demonstrate that people get slack.  Concentrate when you are 
doing checks! 
You may not realise why tyre pressure is so important in gliders.  In most gliders, the only suspension 
system is the tyre, and that is the only thing that cushions your spine from damage in a heavy landing!  
Never fly with the tyre under-inflated. 

Items unsecured in the cockpit, particularly the rear cockpit during a solo flight, or the front cockpit during a 
TIF flight, are potentially very serious.  Remember the report last year of a camera being dropped in the 
aircraft by a TIF, and jamming the elevator of a K13?  Are you all taking care that TIFs, or your passengers, 
donôt take loose objects with them into the glider? 

Flight in cold conditions can result in airbrakes freezing.  It has happened to me several times during wave 
flights in Australia as well as in Europe.  Itôs always easy to descend in wave, you just move up or down 
wind to the sink.  But at about 10000ft it is important to fly into still air and let the aircraft warm up before 
continuing the descent.  As well as clearing the airbrakes, this is also good for the aircraft structure.  I have 
never had the airbrakes still frozen for the landing, and donôt think it would ever happen in Australia so long 
as you return from altitude sensibly.   

I have known an aircraft whose airbrake pushrod jammed in flight, and that pilot managed a safe landing 
using sideslip.  Donôt over-rate this issue, thatôs one flight heard about in nearly thirty years.  But it is worth 
solo pilots knowing how to sideslip just in case.  If you are not yet signed off for sideslipping, ask the 
instructor on your next check flight to train you.  If you are signed off, ask yourself when you last practiced 
it. 

Regarding the video clip showing a spin off the final turn, I would add one further factor to Woodyôs 
excellent remarks.  A 1000 hour friend of mine very nearly killed himself many years ago.  He returned from 
a long cross country flight at high speed in which he had broken a local record.  From his high speed low 
level finish, he rolled into a normal downwind leg, but didnôt notice that the sea breeze had come in and 
there was now a very strong wind blowing down the strip.  His high ground speed over the trees caused 
him to misjudge his airspeed, and he raised the nose to slow down.  When he rolled onto base, his low 
speed caused the aircraft to spin in.  Fortunately the wing hit first and absorbed much of the impact energy 
and he was left with only a serious back injury.   

This very experienced pilot was nearly killed because of some or maybe all of the following factors ï 
exhaustion, dehydration, relief at being home, exhilaration at completing a record flight, and finally the 
optical effect of trees racing past under his aircraft.  He would never have made this basic mistake after a 
local soaring flight, so we need to remember how much more careful and conservative you have to be at 
the end of a long flight.  When coming home from any cross country flight, make a point of reminding 
yourself to be extra vigilant as you approach the airfield! 

I also fully endorse Billôs remarks about the sea breeze, but just add one caution.  The sea breeze often 
causes a very rapid complete change in wind direction at ground level, and it may be some time before the 
upper air mass where you are flying reverses direction.  So if you suspect the sea breeze has come 
through, take special care to check the wind direction on the strip before selecting your circuit direction. 

 

 
Ridge Camp:    A message from Don Palmer 

The Annual Ridge camp at Gloucester has again got approval, so with all the money you are saving by not 
flying in the recent rainy days you deserve yet another well earned treat, the dates are from the 21

st
 ï 29th 

July inclusive. Hey! you are not getting younger so get wiser start doing all those things you so want & are 
so trained for. Join the Camden team that gets away, talk to pilots that have been there, bring just a little 
extra money with you because you will want to shout me a drink for getting you interested. 

Reply ASAP to allow me to organize you yet another out of this world treat. 

Wave Camp at Bunyan :  Also from Don :- 

Wave camp 1
st
 ï 9

th
 September.  The truth finally comes out, to share with all members 
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If you like gliding, You should be begging to come to our annual wave camp, donôt just believe me ask 
some of the regulars.  By now you should realize that there are many different facets to gliding, including 
Cross country, Ridge soaring & Wave flying. Sure there are Comps, and of course general flying & regular 
training at Camden. But you owe it to yourself to come & see some of the other wonders, and once you 
experience wave you will be hooked. 

The atmosphere at all our wave camps is out of this world, the Canberrans really know how to look after us. 
Even if you have only recently gone solo, we will find an instructor that will spent enough time with you so 
that you want to come every year. (Ask Damien Ogden he came along 1 year when still an early pilot & is 
now hooked) Ask members like Bill Nixon, Andrew Rickard, Bill Pain, Phil Endicott, Graham Leonard, Bryan 
Hayhow, Jay Anderson, Mossy Mike, Jim Kent, Eddie Kropkowski, just to name a few they will tell you the 
same Donôt just let these guys keep this well guarded secret. 

You now have time to pester the wife or girlfriend for some time away (& wow you deserve it) so enjoy life 
donôt let it pass, otherwise you will end up old. You can even think of the week away my way. 

Where in the world can you go wave flying all day, then go out to a restaurant for a great meal with all your 

mates & still only have to pay for one.   

Send me a reply ASAP,  Don 

And a comment from Bill Nixon: 

Hi all, 
I completely endorse Don's comments. I have been going to the Club's wave camps since 1988, when I got 
my first taste of altitude flying in one of the Club's IS28s with our CFI. We made it, or better put, I flew the 
glider, under the verbal guidance of Bill Dinsmore, up to 16,000 feet over the Snowy Mountains range. It 
was an unbelieve experience and gave me a great sense of achievement. I probably learnt more in 
that single flight than in one year of circuit bashing around Camden. Yes, the flight got a bit scary at times, 
especially as we flew through the rotor, and later coming in to land at Jindabyne airfield in 35 K wind with 
turbulence worse than you could ever imagine, but the skill and confidence gained were invaluable and 
have served me well later on. Once you experience these conditions successfully, you know you can 
handle just about anything mother nature can throw at you except, of course, a cu-nim,. Flying into one of 
these is like having a death wish come true. 
  
Since that early flight in the IS28, using primitive oxy equipment left over from WW2, I have enjoyed on 
several occasions the beauty of high altitude flying. It is fantastic, both because of the excitement and 
adrenalin rush you get but also because of the scenic beauty. On one occasion I got a great buzz when a 
QANTAS jet en route from Melbourne to Singapore called me up on the radio and said he had me in sight 
and wished me success in my flight. The captain was one of our club members and knew our gliders would 
be flying in that area and was keeping a special look out for us. I could also see him, flying well above me 
at over 25,000 feet. 
  
Now the Club has the best oxy gear you can buy. Mountain High regulators and masks which greatly 
increase your safety and comfort at high altitude. 
  
Is it cold? YES, up to minus 30 degrees at times, but if you dress properly you don't feel real cold in the 
glider. My last flight up to 17,000 ft in DGU I had gloves with me but did not need to put them on as the 
cockpit was nice and snug and warm in the sunlight. 
Do you always find wave? NO, but even on days when the wave is not working you can do long flights in 
thermal conditions. Sometimes a ridge behind the Bunyan airfield creates ridge lift and you can soar really 
close to the ground quite safely for hours on end. All new experiences to enjoy. 
Do you have fun at camp? ABSOLUTELY. After the flying is over the hospitality of CGC guys is great and 
the tucker very good. If you want even  better you can go to Cooma where there a plenty of excellent 
places to enjoy a great dinner with your mates. 
Is it expensive? That depends on your choice of accommodation. If you stay at the CGC Clubhouse in a 
bunkroom it only costs about $10 per night. Motels at Cooma are more expensive, but a lot more 
comfortable. 
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Is it far to travel? Not really, about 4 hours drive from Sydney if you stick to the posted speed limits, which I 
strongly urge you to do, as at that time of the year the police have a strong presence on the Snowy 
Mountains Highway to deter skiers in Porsches and BMWs from setting new speed records! 
How long should you stay? If possible for the duration of the camp. On average you only get one or two 
days of wave over 10 days. You have to be there on the day the wave is on if you want to go really high. If 
you like skiing bring your skis, you can go skiing at Blue Cow on those days you don't want to fly. 
How safe is it at Bunyan? High altitude flying is definitely more hazardous than flying locally around 
Camden. However, both SCGC instructors and the CGC team will teach you how to minimise those risks so 
that you can fly safely. You will not be sent off solo into wave or under extreme wind or turbulence 
conditions unless the instructors are completely satisfied you are capable of handling them correctly. 
  
An added incentive to go to Bunyan this year is that Camden will be closed to flying from 30/8/07 to 10/9/07 
due to APEC airspace restrictions in the Sydney Basin area which has been gazetted as an exclusion zone 
for private aircraft. 
  
So contact Don and put your name down. If enough pilots wanting to learn about wave put their hands up to 
go to the camp, I'm sure the Club will send our IS28, so you can fly with one of our instructors. Sadly the 
DG1000 is unsuitable for wave camp because at extremely cold temperatures encountered high up, the gel 
coat can develop small cracks which are very costly to repair. 
  
Cheers (or would waves be more appropriate), 
Bill Nixon 
 

 
How much time must I spend at Camden?? 
 
Members have been urged to come and fly, to keep current and to make up for the loss of flying and 
revenue due to the recent bad weather.  This raised a query from one of our members who sent an e-mail 
to our President as follows:- 
 
ñOne of the things I wanted to mention is the strong impression that one canôt simply pop out for a quick 
couple of flights and then bugger off, as there is the imperative to be there and contribute and help with the 
manual tasks of setting up and tearing down for the day.  
 
I know that its a delicate balance, but I have had on occasion in the last few weeks the time to pop out for a 
couple of hours (yesterday I could have done this), but not for a half or full day, but have not done so, for 
fear of breaking the club commandment.  

I think my position on this would not be uncommonò.  
 

This query is relevant to our operations at any time, and it brought responses from some of our committee 
members, including the following:- 

  óI don't think there has ever been an issue with a pilot getting an aircraft out, flying then putting it away        
again. 
I don't think there is a problem with a pilot turning up occasionally and flying without being there to help    
in the morning or evening 
It's those who consistently rely on the goodwill of others that create an issueô.     And another:- 
  
óThere are quite a few that already do pop-in during the week. For instance, Bruce Ogden, Peter Sikora 
and John Penfold. When these guys arrive they walk straight through the gate, hop on the tractor and go 
and retrieve a glider, or whatever, to help out. 
There is, however, one person in particular who, when he arrives late, sits in his car making phone calls 
and never offers to help.  
It seems to me that the people who complain the most, tend to help the least. 
If we are concerned about upsetting a member who is a bludger or a member who is a hard worker I 
know which one I will favour.ô       And:- 
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Long since I think we should, and have said on many occasions:- 
Get an aircraft if you want to fly, and if you can't find a taker afterwards - just put it back. There is always 
the chance for someone to get it again later on. 
Maybe we should make it a firm policy.   Others commented in a similar vein. 

 
So, the consensus was, that provided you normally do your share of the workload no one will object if, from 
time to time, you come late and leave early provided you do your share while there.   As everyone knows, 
our operation relies on members pulling their weight, and we should all be well aware of whether we are 
doing so. 
 

 

GLIDING IN 1962 ð an e-mail from Richard  Sams 
 

G'day Woody, 

Some time ago I went to an auction and put in a bid for a box of old magazines. I was successful, got the 

magazines and a 1944 WW11 DoD fuel (Jerrycan) can (in excellent condition) all for $5.00.  

Much to my surprise when I was rummaging through the magazines I found an Australian OUTDOORS 

magazine from January 1962 which had an article on gliding at Camden, featuring Southern Cross Gliding 

Club.  I have scanned the article and (hopefully) it is attached to this email for use in the Journal 

or whatever. 

Regards, 

Richard Sams 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
These are some extracts from the magazine 
which Richard referred to. 
 
The picture on the cover and the one below is 
of a home-built BG 12 glider.  According to 
Janeôs óWorld Sailplanesô the BG12 was 
designed by American William Briegleb, who 
also designed WW2 military gliders. It first flew 
in 1956.  The BG12 has 15metre span and is 
of wood and fabric construction. 
 
It is claimed to have a best glide ratio of 33 at 
45 knots, but I suspect that this is rather 
optimistic as it is a far less sophisticated 
design that the Polish PZL Pirat, which also 
has a 33:1 glide ratio. 
 
From the picture in Janeôs it is apparent that 
the glider has flaps, but no air-brakes or 
spoilers.  This is surprising as contemporary 
European gliders would have at least had the 
latter.  I donôt imagine that its approach angle 
was as easily controlled as we would expect 
today. 
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The article, slightly abridged, tells us that in 1962 :- 
There are 36 clubs with a total membership of about 1300 enthusiasts. 
This includes men, boys and women of all ages.  Fifteen is the minimum age for flying, but one pilot is 
known to be well past 70. 
The greatest number of clubs is in South Australia, though all other states have their share, except the NT. 
 
The Australian height record is 24,000 feet, a long way below the US held world record of 46,000 feet, and 
the distance record is 309 miles (497 Km), well short of the world distance record of 460 miles (741 Km), 
but given time Australian pilots should out-climb and out-distance both records. 
 
Purchase of the 130 club gliders has been helped by the annual grant of £4,000 given by the 
Commonwealth Government to the Gliding Federation.  The cost of a run of the mill glider is about £1000, 
and the more fancy models up to £4000 ï (about $8000). 
 
The most senior club is the Victorian Gliding Club, but although not the oldest in NSW, Southern Cross is 
the largest club in the state. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  

 
 

óJourneyôs end. 
 
The Kookaburra 
making its final 
approach at 
Camden.ô 



 11 

After WW2, with the aid of the Gliding Federation a German glider builder Edmund Schneider emigrated to 
Australia, and whereas previously gliders had been home built or imported, Schneider and an offsider are 
responsible for nearly all of Australiaôs gliders ï Kookaburras, Kingfishers , Nymphs and ES 49s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
Some gliders are equipped with radio for communication, but these are uncommon.  Another piece of 
equipment you might or might not find in a glider is a dashboard instrument which shows a green light when 
the glider is losing height and a red one when it is rising air (Is this correct? The Cosim vario used in most 
UK gliders in the 1960s had two vertical tubes. A green ball rose in one when climbing and a red ball in the 
other when sinking. This seems the more logical colour arrangement. Ed). 
 
Nowadays gliders can be launched in one of three ways ï by winch which winds in at great speed a rope 
attached to the gliderôs nose and catapults the plane into the air, by auto tow or aerotow. In auto-towing a 
car or truck speeds ahead, pulling the aircraft into the air by means of a cable, which the pilot releases 
when airborne. 
 
Aerotowing ï the best and most popular launch method ï is the use of a plane to tow the glider to any 
desired height before the pilot releases the tow-rope. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Gliding revisited 
On Sunday 8

th
 July, before giving a briefing to Mr Lee McKinnon who had come for an AEF, I enquired 

whether he had flown in a glider.  Yes, he had.  A long time ago, and as a matter of interest heôd brought 
his log book.  This showed that he had started gliding in Malaya in 1955, when he was serving in the army 
there at the time of the communist insurgency.   His initial training had been in an open cockpit, side by 
side, Slingsby T21, which was the mainstay of gliding clubs in the UK in the 1965s and 60s.   
He had also flown an EoN Primary, which didnôt have an open cockpit - it didnôt have a cockpit at all.  Just a 
wooden seat and the rudder bar to rest his feet on. The other types he flew in Malaya were the open 
cockpit Grunau Baby and the Eon Olympia, which was considered to be quite a high performance machine 
back then. Altogether, Lee clocked up over a hundred hours in Malaya.  Nevertheless, it was surprising that 
he should at one stage have been the clubôs CFI.  This resulted from the scarcity of instructors at the time 
due to people being away from the country on long leaves. 

 

How much it costs 
Clubs like Southern Cross charge their members £26 for the first year and £10.15s for each year after that. 
Members pay a mere 5 shillings launching fee for each flight. 
If you happen to find an elusive thermal and stay up for a prolonged period you have to pay 18/6d per hour. 

óHere the Kookaburra begins the climb away.  To power pilots, the 
gliderôs climb is disconcertingly steep.  The parachute 
prevents the tow cable from tangling after the glider releases itselfô. 


